
Students afýliated with IGS will beneýt from a 
major new ýnancial commitment to the institute.

 William A. Brandt, Jr., a member of the IGS 
National Advisory Council, has committed to do-
nating $50,000 a year for the next ýve years, ear-
marking much of the money to help students in con-
ducting research on American politics.

 Grants will be available to defray research or 
living expenses for graduate students writing dis-
sertations and undergraduates writing honors the-
ses. The undergraduate awards will be named in 
honor of former IGS Director Nelson W. Polsby, 
while some of the graduate-student grants will be 
named for the late Oklahoma Congressman Mike 
Synar, a long-time and close friend of Brandt. Synar 
died of a brain tumor in 1996, when he was just 45 
years old.

ñThese programs combine two goals that lie 
at the heart of the IGS mission: helping students 
and studying American politics,ò said Brandt. ñIôm 
honored to be able to help further those objectives, 

and Iôm especially excited that we can memorialize 
Mike Synar, who represented so many of the best 
things about public service.ò

IGS Director Jack Citrin said the Institute has 
beneýted enormously from the leadership and en-
ergy of the National Advisory Council. The long-
term ýnancial commitment from Brandt is reþec-
tive of the dedication that the board has brought 
to the Institute and its conýdence in IGSôs future, 
Citrin said.

ñThis donation will help Berkeley students 
engage in rigorous study of American politics and 
policy and gain a better understanding of the forces 
that govern the country,ò Citrin said. ñWe are truly 
grateful to have such an extraordinarily generous 
supporter.ò

Brandt has been in the business of workout, 
turnaround, and insolvency consulting for almost 
30 years and is widely recognized as one of the 
foremost practitioners in the ýeld. He is the presi-
dent and CEO of Development Specialists, Inc., a 




